
 

Academic Discourse Rubric 
6th–8th Grade English Language Arts 

 1 Point 2 Points 3 Points 

Tier 1: 
Clarify and share 
their own thoughts 

 

●​Attempts to provide evidence, but 
the evidence is unrelated or wrong 

●​Does not use vocabulary that is 
specific to the subject or task 

●​Provides evidence or examples to 
justify and defend their point clearly, 
but may not be the most relevant 
evidence 

●​Uses some vocabulary that is 
specific to the subject and task, but 
misses opportunities  

●​Provides relevant evidence or 
examples to justify and defend their 
point clearly 

●​Uses a variety of vocabulary that is 
specific to the subject and task to 
share and clarify their thoughts 

Tier 2: 
Engage with the 
thinking of others 

 

●​Shares their own ideas without 
listening to their peers' ideas; ideas 
may be random, disconnected, or 
replace a previous idea 

●​Does not track other students' ideas 
●​Does not ask follow-up questions to 

clarify ideas 

●​Attempts to build on a peer's ideas, 
but the connection may be limited 

●​Attempts to restate others' ideas, but 
is unable to retell key ideas 

●​Asks follow-up questions, but they 
may be generic and not specific 

●​Seeks to genuinely understand their 
peers' ideas and builds on them with 
connected ideas 

●​Paraphrases what others are saying 
in order to keep track of key ideas in 
a discussion 

●​Seeks to clarify a particular point by 
asking follow-up questions 

Tier 3: 
Critique and 
analyze the 
reasoning of others 

 

●​Does not engage with the thinking of 
their peers 

●​Does not compare and contrast 
different arguments 

●​Unable to synthesize ideas from the 
discussion 

●​Begins to challenge the thinking of 
their peers, but may be limited 

●​Attempts to compare and contrast 
different arguments, but misses the 
nuance 

●​Attempts to synthesize the 
discussion, but misses key 
understandings 

●​Challenges the thinking of their 
peers; when warranted, modifies 
their own views based on their 
peers' ideas and thinking 

●​Compares and contrasts the 
effectiveness of different arguments 

●​Synthesizes everything they have 
heard into coherent statements 
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Speaking and 
Listening 

 

●​Language is not always clear 
●​Eye contact and posture are not 

consistent 
●​ Interrupts or speaks over students 

●​Appropriate language 
●​Uses eye contact and appropriate 

posture 
●​Awareness of own airtime in order to 

ensure participation by others 

●​Sophisticated and appropriate 
language  

●​Consistent eye contact and 
professional posture 

●​Actively solicits contributions from 
others  

Preparation 
 

●​ Is not prepared for the discussion; 
has not identified key pieces of 
evidence or details 

●​ Is prepared for the discussion with 
some evidence and details 

●​ Is prepared to share the best 
reasons and evidence to support a 
particular point or idea  
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