
6th Grade ELA 
Name: _____________________  Date: __________                                                                                                The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963 

Anticipation Guide 
Directions: For each of the following statements, mark an X beside Agree or Disagree. After deciding your position, explain your reasons for your 
decision in one to two complete sentences for each. Repeat this process at the end of the unit to see how your thinking has changed. 
 

Statement 1: Young people have very different coming-of-age experiences depending on their background, relationships, and social contexts. 

Before reading . . . Agree Disagree After reading . . . Agree Disagree 

Response: Response: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement 2: The choices we make and how we express ourselves can deeply influence who we become. 

Before reading . . . Agree Disagree After reading . . .  Agree Disagree 

Response: Response: 
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Statement 3: Belonging, understanding, and acceptance can transform a person's sense of self. 

Before reading . . . Agree Disagree After reading . . .  Agree Disagree 

Response: Response: 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement 4: Older siblings should guide and protect their younger siblings.  

Before reading . . . Agree Disagree After reading . . .  Agree Disagree 

Response: Response: 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement 5: Loving families do not have conflicts and always support one another.  

Before reading . . . Agree Disagree After reading . . .  Agree Disagree 

Response: 
 
 
 
 
 

Response: 
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Statement 6: Individuals have the ability to change for the better. 

Before reading . . . Agree Disagree After reading . . . Agree Disagree 

Response: 
 
 
 
 
 

Response: 

Statement 7: Although racism existed across the country, it was often more visible and dangerous in the South in the 1960s. 

Before reading . . . Agree Disagree After reading . . . Agree Disagree 

Response: 
 
 
 
 
 

Response: 

Statement 8: One event can change your life and your understanding of the world.  

Before reading . . . Agree Disagree After reading . . . Agree Disagree 

Response: 
 
 
 
 
 

Response: 
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Statement 9: Having courage means that you don't feel afraid.  

Before reading . . . Agree Disagree After reading . . . Agree Disagree 

Response: 
 
 
 
 
 

Response: 

Statement 10: Your family can help you find your way through struggles and challenges. 

Before reading . . . Agree Disagree After reading . . . Agree Disagree 

Response: 
 
 
 
 
 

Response: 
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