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Excerpt from Charlotte’s Web

"Charlotte," said Wilbur. "We're all going home today. The Fair is almost over. Won't 14

it be wonderful to be back home in the barn cellar again with the sheep and the 31

geese? Aren't you anxious to get home?" 38

For a moment Charlotte said nothing. Then she spoke in a voice so low Wilbur could 54

hardly hear the words. "I will not be going back to the barn," she said. 69

Wilbur leapt to his feet. "Not going back?" he cried. "Charlotte, what are you talking 84

about?" 85

"I'm done for," she replied. "In a day or two I'll be dead. I haven't enough strength 102

to climb down into the crate. I doubt if I have enough silk to spin in my 120

spinnerets to lower me to the ground." 127

Hearing this, Wilbur threw himself down in an agony of pain and sorrow. Great sobs 142

racked his body. He heaved and grunted in desolation. "Charlotte," he moaned. 154

"Charlotte! My true friend!" 158

"Come now, let's not make a scene," said the spider. "Be quiet, Wilbur. Stop 172

thrashing about!" 174

"But I can't stand it," shouted Wilbur. "I won't leave you here alone to die. If you're 191

going to stay here I shall stay, too." 199
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Excerpt from The 57 Bus

The conversation moved in fits and spurts — lapsing into awkward pauses and then 14

reigniting again. Sasha told Dan about using the fire to full advantage. "I can't do the 30

dishes, my legs got injured.' 'I can't help with dinner, my legs!' 'I can't do my homework — 48

legs!'" 49

Dan talked about how he'd seen Sasha on the bus for years, always with a book 65

in hand. "The kid's smarter than everybody on the bus combined," he announced. 78

Then he turned back to Sasha. "That's because of your parents, you know. Remember 92

this: all your life you're going to want your parents off your back. Then you realize 108

when you get older, they're the only ones that had your back." 120

You had my back, Sasha said. 126

Dan shut his eyes for a moment. 133

You know, I turned around and I saw the fire, he said. "And my first reaction 145

was, 'Oh, I can do this. I got this.'" 151

Twenty years earlier, he explained, he'd been with a friend who was driving a car 158

at a demolition derby. The friend had been working on the car when he mistook 159

a container of gasoline for a container of water and tried to use it to douse a spark. 175

When Dan saw his friend go up in flames, he tackled him and put him out. Who'd 184

ever imagine it was a skill he'd need to use a second time? 199

Over breakfast — a tofu scramble for Sasha, eggs and pastries for everyone else — 214

the conversation turned to the kid who'd set Sasha on fire. Debbie and Karl had told 230

reporters that they wanted to see Richard tried as a juvenile, not as an adult. 245

I think you guys are a lot more lenient about what you want to see than I would be, 264

Dan said. Dan turned to Sasha. “How do you feel on that? I mean, this kid hurt you.” 282
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