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LESSON 11
9th Grade English

Unit 3: Coming of Age and Patriarchy in Dominicana

OBJECTIVE

Analyze how the author establishes characterization in the opening of Dominicana and how it introduces central ideas of
the text. 

READINGS AND MATERIALS

Book: Dominicana by Angie Cruz  pp. 3 – 8 — Part 1

TARGET TASK
WRITING PROMPT

What is the most important line in the opening pages of the text that reveals characterization and introduces central
ideas of Dominicana?

Criteria for Success

Thesis: Responds to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation.
Evidence: Includes multiple and varied evidence to support your line of reasoning.
Commentary: Explains how your evidence supports your line of reasoning (reason or claim used to support a
larger thesis).
Sophistication: Demonstrates sophistication of thought or develops a complex literary argument.

Sample Response

The most important line in the opening pages of Dominicana that reveals characterization while introducing central id
is “love’s not a choice for you to make.” Teresa tells this to her sister Ana at the end of the second chapter just before s
sneaks out of the house to be with the man she loves. Perhaps the key word in this quote is “choice” as it conveys
freedom, independence, ownership, and �exibility. Additionally, the timing of Teresa’s advice to Ana is untimely for he
sister but accurate for herself. Unlike Ana, Teresa does get to make a choice. She is following her heart and not subject
herself to an arranged marriage and the limited freedom that comes with it. Ultimately, this quote contrasts Teresa’s f
spirited nature and maturity with Ana’s innocence and naivety.

KEY THINKING
ANNOTATION FOCUS

What lines, words, and phrases establish Ana’s character?

What lines, words, and phrases establish Mamá’s character?

What lines, words, and phrases establish Teresa’s character?

What lines, words, and phrases establish Juan’s character?

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://www.amazon.com/Dominicana-Novel-Angie-Cruz/dp/125020593X
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SCAFFOLDING QUESTIONS

Juan: 

How does Cruz describe Juan when he proposes to Ana? How does this inform your �rst impression of him? What
does his dialogue add to this impression? 
Juan is described as barking, pouncing, and laughing at Ana at the end of their �rst encounter. What are the
connotations of barking and pouncing? What do these diction choices suggest about the kind of man that Juan is?

Mamá:

What is Mamá’s primary concern regarding her children? How do you know?

Ana:

Trace the diction choices that Cruz uses to illustrate Ana’s emotions when she �rst meets Juan. What emotions
does she have and why? What do they suggest about her attitude towards him?

Teresa:

What does Teresa tell Ana about falling in love? What is the signi�cance of her statement?
Why does Teresa say to Ana that “love’s not a choice for you to make”? What does this suggest about the cultural
norms of the time period in Dominicana?

DISCOURSE QUESTIONS

What does Teresa tell Ana about falling in love? What is the signi�cance of her statement?

Why does Teresa say to Ana that “love’s not a choice for you to make”? What does this suggest about the cultural norms
of the time period in Dominicana?

HOMEWORK

Read and annotate Part 3 of Dominicana by Angie Cruz by Lesson 13.

Annotation Focus: How has Ana’s character changed since Part 1 of the text? 
Write a complex sentence about Ana’s character development.

ENHANCED LESSON PLAN

OPENING
10 minutes

Warm Up Activity (~7 min): Choose one of the following warm up activities:

Reading Accountability Quiz:
Assign students a reading quiz that includes a combination of at least two of the following item types:
multiple-choice comprehension questions, short answer comprehension or analytical questions, and quote
identi�cations from the assigned reading done for today's class. Allow students to use their annotation
guides or double journal entry for last night’s reading to complete the quiz. After students complete the
�ve-minute quiz, collect all quizzes, if on paper (or lock assignment, if online), and then have students share
responses to today’s quiz to review assigned reading. 

Launch (~3 min):

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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Uplift key responses from yesterday’s daily re�ection and explain the connection between today’s lesson and
yesterday’s lesson:

For example,“Yesterday, we analyzed the literal and �gurative meaning of the complex experience of
blackberry picking in Seamus Heaney’s poem.” 

Frame the lesson:
For example, “In today’s lesson, we are analyzing how Cruz establishes characterization in the opening of
her novel Dominicana and uses it to introduce central ideas in the text.”

NOTICE AND WONDER
30 minutes

Have students independently read the text of the day to build initial reactions to the topic/text and notice and wonder. 

Annotation Focus: Assign students one of the following foci. 
What lines, words, and phrases establish Ana’s character? 
What lines, words, and phrases establish Mamá’s character? 
What lines, words, and phrases establish Teresa’s character? 
What lines, words, and phrases establish Juan’s character? 

Sample Annotation Points:
Key Lines:

“The �rst time Juan proposes, I’m eleven years old, skinny, and �at chested.”
“I know then that one day the earth will rip open underneath my feet and Juan will take me away.”
“He makes a gesture of retreat and suddenly pounces towards me and barks, loud and insistent.”
“When you fall in love, you have to play it out, even if everyone calls you crazy. That’s why they call it
falling. We have no control over it.”
 “Love’s not a choice for you to make.”

Key Ideas:
From the novel’s very �rst line, we see the pressures of adulthood placed on a female child—the
pressure to marry a much older man to take care of the family. 
Mama’s number one goal/desire is to have her girls married.
Juan demonstrates toxic masculinity, and something about him is off from the beginning: his
drunkenness, his barking and pouncing at Ana, him asking a child to marry him instead of her older
sister. 
Cruz is questioning cultural norms of toxic masculinity and arranged marriages. 

Then have students share out reactions and noticings and wonderings during discussion (discussion can be partner, small
group, or whole class).

Discourse Question(s):
What are your �rst impressions of Ana, Juan, Mama, and Teresa? Why? 

Reading Supports

One of the dif�cult features of this novel is reading dialogue.
Characters are speaking without quotation marks in place and it is super important that we point this
out for students and provide them with strategies to help them keep track of when someone is
speaking and who is speaking. 

Instruct students to �nd the dialogue tags or verbs that indicate when someone is speaking.
Have students put quotations around words that are coming out of characters’ mouths.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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Language Supports

To support students in the discussion, provide the following sentence stems:
To experience the text:

I am imagining… because…
To notice and wonder:

The diction choice of, detail of, juxtaposition between… jumps out to me because it
reveals that...
When the author uses and says… he or she really means…

To build on peers’ answers:
I want to build on what… said by adding…
I agree or disagree with X’s idea about… because…

To support students with crafting an interpretation, providing the following stems/words/phrases:
Singh’s tone in this poem can best be described as …
Ultimately Singh conveys the following message...

Additional Supports

Scaffolding Questions: 

Juan:

How does Cruz describe Juan when he proposes to Ana? How does this inform your �rst impression
of him? What does his dialogue add to this impression? 
Juan is described as barking, pouncing, and laughing at Ana at the end of their �rst encounter. What
are the connotations of barking and pouncing? What do these diction choices suggest about the kind
of man that Juan is?

Mamá:

What is Mamá’s primary concern regarding her children? How do you know? 

Ana:

Trace the diction choices that Cruz uses to illustrate Ana’s emotions when she �rst meets Juan. What
emotions does she have and why? What do they suggest about her attitude towards him? 

Teresa:

What does Teresa tell Ana about falling in love? What is the signi�cance of her statement?
Why does Teresa say to Ana that “love’s not a choice for you to make”? What does this suggest about
the cultural norms of the time period in Dominicana?

CRAFT AN INTERPRETATION
10 minutes

Writing to Craft a One-Pager: 

Explain to students that they have read the text and have gathered annotations and evidence to help them complete the
one-pager. Share both the Prompt and Criteria for Success with students prior to independent work time.

Prompt:
What is the most important line in the opening pages of the text that reveals characterization and
introduces central ideas of Dominicana? 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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Teacher Moves:
Pick one of the following Teacher Moves to complete during writing time: Batch Feedback + Mid-Writing
Interruption, Chunk Independent Work Time, Show Call + Discourse. To learn more about each of these
Teacher Moves, see our Teacher Tool Target Task Writing Support (6-12).

Discourse:

After students craft an interpretation, use the question(s) below to lead students in discourse.

See writing prompt.
What does the characterization of Juan, Mama, Ana, and Theresa reveal about the social and cultural norms of the
Dominican Republic during this time? 
To what extent does Juan model the toxic behaviors described by MacKinnon in her piece, “#MeToo Has Done
What the Law Could Not”?

CLOSING
10 minutes

Tracking a Character’s Psychological and Moral Development:

Have students re�ect on today’s text and discourse. Have them create a page in their notebook including the
graphic organizer below to track how the essential questions show up in the text.

Text +
Section

Summary +
Character /
Narrator /
Speaker

Key Lines / moments in the text that shape
the character’s moral and psychological
development

How the character’s moral and
psychological development is shaped
by this moment

       

Review tonight’s assigned homework.

COMMON CORE STANDARDS
CORE STANDARDS

LO 1.3A —  Analyze how literary elements interact to develop the central ideas of a work of literature.
RL.9-10.2 — Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of
the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and re�ned by speci�c details; provide an objective summary of
the text.
RL.9-10.3 — Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or con�icting motivations) develop over
the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

SUPPORTING STANDARDS

LO 1.4A LO 1.4B LO 2.3A LO 2.3B LO 2.3C LO 5.1A LO 5.1B RL.9-10.1 SL.9-10.1

W.9-10.2

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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