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Version 1 

The lights became bright as the orchestra played music and the guests 

grew louder. Laughter became easier. Groups changed quickly. Girls 

moved through the groups, becoming for a moment the center of 

attention before walking onward through the faces and voices under the 

shifting light.  
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Version 2 
The lights grow brighter as the earth moves away from the sun, and now 

the orchestra is playing cocktail music, and the voices become higher. 

Laughter is easier minute by minute, tipped out at a cheerful word. The 

groups change more swiftly, growing with new arrivals, breaking up and 

then becoming new groups; already there are confident girls who move 

here and there among other guests, becoming for a happy moment the 

center of a group before moving through the faces and voices and color 

under the changing light. 
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Original 
"The lights grow brighter as the earth lurches away from the sun, and now 

the orchestra is playing yellow cocktail music, and the opera of voices 

pitches a key higher. Laughter is easier minute by minute, spilled with 

prodigality, tipped out at a cheerful word. The groups change more swiftly, 

swell with new arrivals, dissolve and form in the same breath; already 

there are wanderers, confident girls who weave here and there among 

the stouter and more stable, become for a sharp, joyous moment the 

center of a group, and then, excited with triumph, glide on through the 

sea-change of faces and voices and color under the constantly changing 

light." (40–41) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fitzgerald, F. S. (1925). The great Gatsby. Modified by Fishtank Learning, Inc. The book The Great Gatsby by Fitzgerald (1925) is in the public domain. 
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Version 2 
The lights grow brighter as the earth moves away from the sun, 

and now the orchestra is playing cocktail music, and the voices 

become higher. Laughter is easier minute by minute, tipped out at 

a cheerful word. The groups change more swiftly, growing with 

new arrivals, breaking up and then becoming new groups; 

already there are confident girls who move here and there among 

other guests, becoming for a happy moment the center of a 

group before moving through the faces and voices and color 

under the changing light. 

Original 
"The lights grow brighter as the earth lurches away from the sun, and now the orchestra is playing 

yellow cocktail music, and the opera of voices pitches a key higher. Laughter is easier minute by minute, 

spilled with prodigality, tipped out at a cheerful word. The groups change more swiftly, swell with new 

arrivals, dissolve and form in the same breath; already there are wanderers, confident girls who weave 

here and there among the stouter and more stable, become for a sharp, joyous moment the center of a 

group, and then, excited with triumph, glide on through the sea-change of faces and voices and color 

under the constantly changing light." (40–41) 

Fitzgerald, F. S. (1925). The great Gatsby. Modified by Fishtank Learning, Inc. The book The Great Gatsby by Fitzgerald (1925) is in the public domain. 
 

 
Except as otherwise noted, © 2026 Fishtank Learning, Inc. 


	Version 1 
	Version 2 
	Original 

