
8th Grade ELA 
All American Boys 

Version 1 

When the IED got him in Afghanistan, he became a saint in Springfield. I 
was supposed to try to be him. That was my role: the All-American boy. 
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8th Grade ELA 
All American Boys 

Version 2 

When the IED got him in Afghanistan, he became an instant saint in 
Springfield. I wasn't him. But I was supposed to try. That was my role: the 
dutiful son, the All-American boy with a fifteen-foot deadeye jumpshot and 
a 3.5 GPA. 
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8th Grade ELA 
All American Boys 

Original 
"When the IED got him in Afghanistan, he became an instant saint in 
Springfield. I wasn't him. I'd never be him. But I was supposed to try. That 
was my role: the dutiful son, the All-American boy with an All-American 
fifteen-foot deadeye jumpshot and an All-American 3.5 GPA." (27) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reynolds, J., & Kiely, B. (2017). All American boys. Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy Books 
Except as otherwise noted, © 2026 Fishtank Learning, Inc. 



8th Grade ELA 
All American Boys 

 

Version 1  
When the IED got him in Afghanistan, 
he became a saint in Springfield. I was 
supposed to try to be him. That was my 
role: the All-American boy. 

Version 2 
When the IED got him in Afghanistan, 
he became an instant saint in 
Springfield. I wasn't him. But I was 
supposed to try. That was my role: the 
dutiful son, the All-American boy with a 
fifteen-foot deadeye jumpshot and a 
3.5 GPA. 

Original 
"When the IED got him in Afghanistan, he became an instant saint in Springfield. I 
wasn't him. I'd never be him. But I was supposed to try. That was my role: the 
dutiful son, the All-American boy with an All-American fifteen-foot deadeye 
jumpshot and an All-American 3.5 GPA." (27) 
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