
8th Grade ELA 
Animal Farm & Joseph Stalin 

Version 1 

PART 1: Stalin's Childhood and Adolescence 
●​ Ch. 1: The Choirboy: Joseph overcomes a difficult childhood. 
●​ Ch. 2: Becoming Koba: Joseph leaves seminary. 
●​ Ch. 3: Lenin's Associate: Koba supports Lenin and the Bolsheviks. 
●​ Ch. 4: The Russian Revolution: The Bolsheviks seize power from the tsar. 
●​ Ch. 5: Red Alert: The Russian people are forced to be communist. 
●​ Ch. 6: Last Testament: Lenin dies, and Stalin tries to take over. 

 
PART 2: Stalin's Rule 

●​ Ch. 7: The Five-Year Plan: Stalin quickly changes the Soviet Union into an industrial power. 
●​ Ch. 8: Kulaks and Gulags: Stalin sends dissidents to prison camps. 
●​ Ch. 9: Widespread Famine: Stalin's plan to industrialize causes an epidemic of hunger throughout the 

Soviet Union. 
●​ Ch. 10: The Red Tsar: Stalin uses his charisma to maintain power. 
●​ Ch. 11: An Assassination: Stalin uses Kirov's death to raise suspicions about counter-revolutionaries. 
●​ Ch. 12: Fear and Horror: Stalin's henchmen kill more Soviet people. 
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8th Grade ELA 
Animal Farm & Joseph Stalin 

Original 

PART 1: Birth of a Revolutionary (p. 15) 
●​ Ch. 1: "The Toughest Choirboy: Joseph uses his brains and fists to overcome A HARSH CHILDHOOD" (p. 

16) 
●​ Ch. 2: "Becoming Koba: Joseph leaves seminary and EMBRACES REVOLUTION" (p. 22) 
●​ Ch. 3: "Lenin's Gangster: Koba and his gang fund LENIN'S SCHEMES, but the Bolsheviks struggle" (p. 28) 
●​ Ch. 4: "The Russian Revolution: The Bolsheviks seize power in the midst of A WORLDWIDE WAR" (p. 32) 
●​ Ch. 5: "Red Alert: The Bolsheviks fight to IMPOSE COMMUNISM on the Russian people" (p. 38) 
●​ Ch. 6: "Last Testament: With Lenin on his deathbed, Stalin MANEUVERS FOR POWER" (p. 44) 

 
PART 2: Man of Steel (p. 51) 

●​ Ch. 7: "The Five-Year Plan: Stalin tries to turn the Soviet Union into an industrial power—NO MATTER 
THE COST" (p. 52) 

●​ Ch. 8: "Kulaks and Gulags: Stalin clears the countryside of ALL RESISTANCE" (p. 57) 
●​ Ch. 9: "Murder by Starvation: THE FIVE-YEAR PLAN causes famine in the breadbasket of the Soviet 

Union" (p. 62) 
●​ Ch. 10: "The Red Tsar: From inside the Kremlin, Stalin builds a CULT OF PERSONALITY" (p. 68) 
●​ Ch. 11: "A Mysterious Murder: The assassination of Kirov OPENS THE GATE TO TERROR" (p. 73) 
●​ Ch. 12: "The Great Terror: Stalin turns the SECRET POLICE LOOSE on the Soviet people" (p. 77) 

 

 

McCollum, S. (2010) Joseph Stalin (a wicked history). New York, NY: Franklin Watts. 
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