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Of Mice and Men & The Central Park Five 

Version 1 
The vacated convictions, based on confession and forensic evidence and 
supported by the district attorney, have not changed the minds of many of 
those who participated in the original prosecutions. Many within the NYPD 
and one of the ADAs who oversaw the prosecution say the teenagers are 
guilty. They agree that another man raped the Central Park Jogger, but 
they argue that his culpability does nothing to contradict the guilty 
verdicts of the five young men. The forensic evidence and the teenagers' 
contradictory confessions have not changed their minds. 
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Original 
"But even with the convictions vacated, based on a compelling confession 
and clear forensic evidence and supported by the same district attorney 
on whose watch the case had been vigorously prosecuted in 1989, many 
of those who participated in the original prosecutions, including many 
within the NYPD and one of the ADAs who oversaw the prosecution, still 
insist on the teenagers' guilt. They agree that another man raped the 
Central Park Jogger, but they argue that his culpability does nothing to 
contradict the guilty verdicts of the five young men, despite the 
overwhelming forensic evidence and the teenagers' confused and 
contradictory confessions." (p. x) 
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The vacated convictions, based on 
confession and forensic evidence and 
supported by the district attorney, have not 
changed the minds of many of those who 
participated in the original prosecutions. 
Many within the NYPD and one of the ADAs 
who oversaw the prosecution say the 
teenagers are guilty. They agree that 
another man raped the Central Park Jogger, 
but they argue that his culpability does 
nothing to contradict the guilty verdicts of 
the five young men. The forensic evidence 
and the teenagers' contradictory 
confessions have not changed their minds. 

Original 
"But even with the convictions vacated, 
based on a compelling confession and clear 
forensic evidence and supported by the 
same district attorney on whose watch the 
case had been vigorously prosecuted in 
1989, many of those who participated in the 
original prosecutions, including many within 
the NYPD and one of the ADAs who 
oversaw the prosecution, still insist on the 
teenagers' guilt. They agree that another 
man raped the Central Park Jogger, but they 
argue that his culpability does nothing to 
contradict the guilty verdicts of the five 
young men, despite the overwhelming 
forensic evidence and the teenagers' 
confused and contradictory confessions."  
(p. x) 
 
Burns, S. (2012). The Central Park five: The untold story behind one of New York City’s 
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