
7th Grade ELA 
American Born Chinese 

List of Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI)  Individuals  
 

Anna May Wong The first Chinese-American movie star who challenged 
stereotypes in film 

Kalpana Chawla The first woman of Indian heritage in space who inspired future 
scientists and explorers 

Yuri Kochiyama A civil rights activist 

Bruce Lee A martial artist and actor who transformed action films and 
popularized martial arts worldwide 

Duke Kahanamoku An Olympic gold medalist in swimming who helped popularize 
surfing 

Grace Lee Boggs  A civil rights activist who spent decades fighting for social 
justice and community change in the U.S. 

Dalip Singh Saund The first Asian American elected to Congress, breaking major 
political barriers 

Patsy Takemoto Mink  Helped create Title IX, expanding equal opportunities for 
women in education and sports 

I. M. Pei A world-renowned architect known for iconic designs like the 
Louvre Pyramid 

Larry Itliong A Filipino American labor leader who co-led the Delano grape 
strike 

Chien-Shiung Wu A groundbreaking scientist whose work changed the field of 
physics 

Daniel Inouye A decorated WWII veteran and longtime senator who served 
Hawaii for many years 

Sui Sin Far  One of the first Chinese North American writers to share stories 
about Chinese immigrant life 
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