3rd Grade ELA
Embracing Difference

Literary Analysis Exemplar 1

Wanda's letter changes the way Maddie, Peggy, and Miss Mason think
and act at the end of the story. When Maddie reads the letter, she feels
terrible for not standing up for Wanda and realizes that staying silent can
hurt just as much as teasing. She decides she will never let something like
that happen again. Peggy, on the other hand, feels uneasy but doesn't fully
understand what she did wrong. She tells herself that Wanda must not have
been too upset since she drew their pictures. Peggy wants to make things
right, but she doesn't try very hard and quickly moves on. Miss Mason
reminds them that all people deserve respect and kindness. She feels
disappointed that her students and other children were unkind. Wanda's
letter helps them all begin to think differently about how their words and
actions affect others, even if some of them still have more to learn about

empathy.
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