3rd Grade ELA
Embracing Difference

Literary Analysis Exemplar 2

At the start of The Hundred Dresses, Peggy, Maddie, and Wanda each
have different roles in the "dresses game," but by the end, their roles change
in important ways. At first, Peggy leads the teasing because she thinks it is
just a harmless joke. However, after Wanda's letter, Peggy starts to feel
unsure about whether what she did was right, showing she is beginning to
understand kindness. Maddie's role changes even more. She begins as a
silent follower who feels uncomfortable but says nothing. When she hears
Wanda's letter, Maddie feels deep regret and promises to never stand by
when someone is being treated unfairly, showing she has grown the most.
Wanda also changes by forgiving the girls. In the beginning she is an
insecure target of bullying, but by the end she shows empathy and strength.
In the end, all three characters learn something about kindness and
empathy, but Maddie grows the most because she turns her guilt into a

decision to act differently in the future.
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At the start of The Hundred Dresses, Peggy, Maddie, and Wanda each
have different roles in the "dresses game," but by the end, their roles change
in important ways. At first, Peggy leads the teasing because she thinks it is
just a harmless joke. However, after Wanda's letter, Peggy starts to feel
unsure about whether what she did was right, showing she is beginning to
understand kindness. Maddie's role changes even more. She begins as a
silent follower who feels uncomfortable but says nothing. When she hears
Wanda's letter, Maddie feels deep regret and promises to never stand by
when someone is being treated unfairly, showing she has grown the most.
Wanda also changes by forgiving the girls. In the beginning she is an
insecure target of bullying, but by the end she shows empathy and strength.
In the end, all three characters learn something about kindness and
empathy, but Maddie grows the most because she turns her guilt into a

decision to act differently in the future.
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