
 

Narrative Transitional Language Reference Sheet 

Transition 
Type 

Time/Sequence Spatial 

Purpose To show things occurring in order; 
chronology 

To indicate a spatial relationship or 
show movement through the setting 

Word Bank First 
Next 
Then 
Finally 
Later 
Afterwards 
Beforehand 
Meanwhile 
Initially 
Previously 
Later on 
During 
Ultimately 
Soon 
Currently 
At last 
Suddenly 
Eventually 

Above 
Below 
Across 
Ahead 
Behind 
Beside 
Between 
Nearby 
Next to 
Here 
Beyond 
Farther on 
In the distance 
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