
7th Grade English
Defining America: Poems, Essays, and Short Stories

Lessons 21-24

Narrative Writing Rubric
Category Criteria Your Progress Toward Mastery

Organization and
format

Check for:

● An introductory paragraph with a strong hook

● Two (or more) body paragraphs

● A conclusion paragraph

 

Met        Making progress      Not yet

Met        Making progress      Not yet

Met        Making progress      Not yet

Content Check for:

● A first-person narrator

● One additional character

● A focus on one specific food

● An explanation of what that food reveals about the writer's identity

 

Met        Making progress      Not yet

Met        Making progress      Not yet

Met        Making progress      Not yet

Met        Making progress      Not yet

Literary Devices
and Figurative
Language

Check for

● Sensory details
● Figurative language
● Vivid descriptions

Met       Making progress      Not yet 

Met       Making progress      Not yet 

Met       Making progress      Not yet 

Form and Style Check for

● Effective use of pacing
● Appropriate linking words/phrases

Met        Making progress      Not yet

Met        Making progress      Not yet

Language
Mechanics

Check for

● Appropriate spelling, grammar, and punctuation

● At least one compound and one complex sentence

Met        Making progress      Not yet

Met        Making progress      Not yet
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