Paragraph Structure: Highlighted 9th Grade ELA

Examining Personal Identity in Short Texts
Student Sample ? y
A Window into My German Identity

Topic Sentence: green

"illegal" cultural identity and their society's "citizen" cultural identity, a foreign experience for me, whose | £ idence: vellow
_ Throughout the poem, the speaker describes the tension between his Explanation: orange

Mexican identity and American identity, such as in the third stanza in which he questions if someone is a
citizen or illegal "If they have a baby and the baby looks white enough to pass (citizen). / If the baby grows

Last Sentence: blue

up singing Selena songs to his reflection (illegal)" (Olivarez, lines 15-16). _
family immigrated from Germany more than 100 years ago. Throughout my childhood, | remember my

mother often singing a few lines of rhyming German to me as | was falling asleep. Just recently, | finally
asked my mother the name of the song and its meaning. However, besides the three lines passed down
through the generations, my mother knew neither the name nor the meaning of the silly rhyme. _
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