
4th Grade ELA 
Natural Disasters 

 

Research Brainstorming Template 

Topic: Paradise, CA Wildfire (2018) 

 

Question #1: 
 

How did the fire happen? 

 

 

● Dry conditions, Santa Ana winds, sparks from power lines 

● California hasn't done controlled burns recently 

Source List: 

● Time for Kids article 

● Youngzine article 

● Local News Report- aired while fire was burning 

 

Question #2: 
 

What was the impact of the fire? 
 

 

● Burned 240 square miles of land 

● 4,000 homes destroyed 

● 88 people died 

Source List: 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 
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https://www.timeforkids.com/g34/fire-alarm/?rl=en-710
https://youngzine.org/news/extreme-events/paradise-lost-california
https://youngzine.org/news/extreme-events/paradise-lost-california


 

Question #3: 
 

How did survivors respond after the fire? 
 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

Source List: 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

Question #4: 
 

How can a similar fire be prevented? 
 

 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

Source List: 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 

● _____________________________________________________________________ 
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