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Research Essay Outline 

Introduction 

Hook 
*Consider using an 
anecdote related to 
the research topic, 
a surprising fact or 
statistic, or a 
thought-provoking 
question 

 

Necessary context 
and/or definitions  

 
 
 
 
 

Research Question  
 

Thesis 
*Roadmap for 
readers about the 
remainder of the 
essay  

 

 

Paragraph 1 
Topic of paragraph  

 

Evidence from 
sources with 
parenthetical 
citations 
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Paragraph 2 

Topic of paragraph 
 

 

Evidence from 
sources with 
parenthetical 
citations 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paragraph 3 

Topic of paragraph 
 

 

Evidence from 
sources with 
parenthetical 
citations 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paragraph 4 (Optional) 

Topic of paragraph 
 

 

Evidence from 
sources with 
parenthetical 
citations 
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Conclusion 

Importance and 
implications of 
research topic 
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