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Joy Harjo is an influential Indigenous leader who has made a difference by
sharing Native stories and representing her community through poetry. She
was born on May 9, 1951 in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and she is a member of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation. Native people were often erased or shown in unfair
ways. Joy Harjo chose to write poetry to share real Native voices and stories.
She published many books. Her poetry helps people better understand Native
experiences. She became the United States Poet Laureate from 2019 to
2022. Her work is powerful. She was the first Native American to hold this
role. Her work reached people across the country. In the past, many people did
not always hear Native voices. Joy Harjo helped change that through her
poetry. Joy Harjo teaches us to celebrate who we are, stay connected to our
culture, and use our voices to share our stories.
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