
Grade 5, Unit 2

Defending What 
Matters: Solimar

Geography Vocabulary Terms



isthmus (p. 1)

NASA/GSFC/METI/ERSDAC/JAROS, and U.S./Japan ASTER Science Team

A narrow strip of land with water on both sides



bayou (p. 1)

Photo by Luke Hodde on Unsplash 

A swampy, slow-moving waterway

https://unsplash.com/@lukehodde?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-small-pond-surrounded-by-trees-and-grass-i6ylSf1OhgY?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


current (p. 3)

Flowing or rushing water in a stream, river, or other body of water

Photo by Shu Adi on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@shuadi?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-river-running-through-a-lush-green-forest-sJoc5ssUQgw?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


foothills (p. 15)

Small hills, sometimes at the bottom of a larger mountain range

“Foothills” by Nicholas_T, CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nicholas_t/2084561059
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nicholas_t/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


flatlands (p. 16)

Large areas of land with few hills or mountains

“Flatlands” by Steven Penton, CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/136315829@N03/34751049126
https://www.flickr.com/photos/136315829@N03/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


knoll (p. 52)

A small, rounded hill

Mick Lobb / Brent Knoll

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/14/Brent_Knoll_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1271882.jpg


valley (p. 52)

A low area between hills or mountains

“valley.” by Karan Jain, CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jiangkeren/8263176332
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jiangkeren/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/deed.en


waterfall (p. 55)

A place where water flows over the edge of a cliff or steep rock

“Waterfall” by Even Normann, CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/enor/517787281
https://www.flickr.com/photos/enor/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


bank/riverbank (p. 92)

The land along the edge of a river

Photo by Matt Forfar on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@mattforfar?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/bare-tree-near-body-of-water-during-daytime-o_ROZIknNtk?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


confluence (p. 92)

The place where two or more rivers meet and flow together

“Mtskheta located at the confluence of two rivers” by shankar s., CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/shankaronline/29932546290
https://www.flickr.com/photos/shankaronline/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


tributaries (p. 95)

Smaller rivers or streams that flow into a larger river

Photo by Alex Diaz on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@memory_terra?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/an-aerial-view-of-a-river-and-land-rJycNT2hEwY?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


rapids (p. 117)

Rough, fast-moving water in a river, often over rocks

“Upper McKenzie River Rapids, Willamette National Forest” by U.S. Forest Service- Pacific 
Northwest Region, Public Domain Mark

https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/34727461932
https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/deed.en


caves (p. 117)

Natural holes or spaces inside earth or rock

Photo by Tsvetoslav Hristov on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@tsvetoslav?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/brown-and-black-cave-with-green-moss-FRf4S6iVTIs?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


canyon (p. 124)

A deep valley with steep sides, often formed by a river cutting 
through rock

NPS photo by Mark Lellouch. CC BY 2.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


whirlpool (p. 124)

A spinning circle of water

“Vortex” by Tony Hisgett, CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/hisgett/1241275229
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hisgett/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


sandbar (p. 134)

A strip of sand surrounded by water

Photo by Valeriia Neganova on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@neganova?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/an-aerial-view-of-a-beach-4r5EAHokPvU?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


stalagmites and stalactites (p. 137)

Rock formations that flow up from the floor (stalagmites) or down from 
the ceiling (stalactites) of a cave. They are formed by water slowly 
dripping over a long period of time.

Photo by Hoyt Roberson on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@heroberson?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-cave-filled-with-lots-of-cave-like-formations-gbXm_mEnxEg?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


flowstone (p. 137)

A smooth sheet of rock formed by water dripping and leaving behind a 
layer of minerals

“Flowstone (Butterscotch Falls, Mammoth Dome, Mammoth Cave, Kentucky, USA) 7” by 
James St. John, CC BY 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jsjgeology/53692738281
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jsjgeology/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


lagoon (p. 146)

A shallow body of water, separated from a larger body of water

Photo by Barbara Šipek on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@barb_90?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/green-body-of-water-between-green-trees-during-daytime-QQEMsVHNLq0?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


cavern (p. 147)

A large cave or underground chamber

Photo by Ksenia Kudelkina on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@kseny?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/brown-rock-inside-cave-Wvas_uTO8wQ?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

