
 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL LANGUAGE LESSON: RUN-ON SENTENCES 

4th Grade Literature 
  

TEACHING POINT 
Writers recognize and correct run-on sentences.  

 
STANDARDS 
CURRENT STANDARDS 
Language Standards 

● L.4.1.f  —  Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate 
fragments and run-ons. 

 

KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 
● A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses, or complete sentences, 

are connected improperly.  
● Run-on sentences can be fixed by adding a word and punctuation mark to separate them.  

● Run-on sentences can be fixed by creating two separate sentences.  
● A common type of run-on sentence involves using too many “and”s instead of separating 

ideas into individual sentences. 

 
ENGAGING WITH THE TEACHING POINT 
NOTICE: 
Review the following sentence and then prompt students with the questions, “What do you 
notice?” and “Is this a complete sentence? Why?” 

 
● Marty could be a person who cares about animals and doesn’t like to see animals being 

mistreated or hurting.  
 
ANALYZE: 
For each of the following sentences, review the sentence and then prompt students with the 
questions, “What do you notice?” and “Is this a complete sentence? Why?” If not, prompt, "How 
can you fix the sentence to make it complete?"  
 

● Marty is a person who pushes and questions things that are right and wrong and stands up 
for what is right and steps in when others need help.  

● Marty is determined to see things through and question things that happen and help save 
Shiloh and go against his family.  

(The key is separating into smaller sentences. In later lessons students will learn how to add conjunctions 
and commas, but that is not the focus of this lesson.)  
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PRACTICE: 
Pull sentences from student writing for students to analyze and fix.  
 
EXTEND: 
Students should continue to practice crafting complete sentences during all daily target task 
writing. If students aren’t creating complete sentences, prompt them to explain why the 

sentence is incomplete (either because it’s a fragment or a run-on). Then work with students to 
help create complete sentences. This skill will not be mastered during this lesson, or even this 
unit. This teaching point should continue to spiral until students are able to produce complete 
sentences and identify and correct incomplete sentences. 
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